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SUB J : PRIME MINISTER THORN'S COMMENTS ON A WESTERN ECONOMIC SUMMIT 

REF: LUXEMBOURG 0041 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO AQUESTION FOLLOWING HIS SPEECH TO THE AMERICAN 
BUSINESSMEN'S CLUB ON JANUARY 1 1 (REFTEL), PRIME MINISTER THORN DISCUSS- 
ED 

A NEW PUERTO RICAN TYPE ECONOMIC SUMMIT. HE BEGAN BY REVIEWING 
THE ORIGINS OF THE RECENT SERIES OF SUMMIT MEETINGS AND RECOUNTED IN 
SOME DETAIL HIS ROLE PRIOR TO THE PUERTO RICAN SUMMIT IN TRYING TO 
FIND A WAY OF INCLUDING EEC REPRESENTATIVES. HE SQUARELY LAID THE BLAME 

ON HIS EEC PARTNERS FOR THE FACT THAT HE DID NOT ATTEND THE PUERTO 
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RICAN SUMMIT IN HIS CAPACITY AS PRESIDENT OF THE EEC. HE SAID HE WAS 
TOLD THE BIG COUNTRIES OBJECTED TO EEC REPRESENTATION. ARGUING THAT THE 

UNITED STATES WAS OPPOSED. WHEN THIS BROKE DOWN AND IT BECAME CLEAR 
THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD NO OBJECTION TO AN EEC PRESENCE AT PUERTO 
RICO, THE SMALLER STATES OBJECTED THAT THORN AND ORTOLI 
WOULD NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THEIR INTERESTS. FINALLY, THORN 
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CONTINUED, IN THE HARRIED, LAST MINUTE NEGOTIATIONS IUST PRIOR 
TO PUERTO RICO THE DANES IN EFFECT VETOED THE THORN- 
ORTOLI FORMULA FOR PARTICIPATION. 

2. THORN EMPHASIZED THAT PERSONALLY AND SPEAKING FOR LUXEMBOURG 
HE HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE MAJOR INDUSTRIALIZED DEMOCRACIES MEETING 
AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS TO DEAL WITH URGENT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. 
OBVIOUSLY, HE ADDED, IF SOMETHING POSITIVE COULD COME FORM SUCH 
MEETINGS FOR THE COUNTRIES INVOLVED THERE COULD ONLY BE POSITIVE 
REPERCUSSIONS FOR SMALLER COUNTRIES SUCH AS LUXEMBOURG. NONETHELESS, 
IT IS UNHEALTHY FOR THE EEC IF CERTAIN "PRIVILEGED" COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
PARTICIPATE WHILE SOME REMAIN ON THE SIDELINES. HE 

SAID WITH GREAT BRITIAN SERVING AS PRESIDENT OF THE EEC, HE 
HOPES SOME FORMULA CAN BE FOUND TO INSURE THAT COMMUNITY VIEWS 
ARE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. 

3. THORN DELIVERED HIS RESPONSE IN A SLIGHTLY 

IRONIC VEIN. BUT AT THE END SAID QUITE SERIOUSLY THAT HE BELIEVES 

A MEETING OF THE INDUSTRIAL POWERS INCLUDING THE EEC IS OF 

VITAL IMPORTANCE TO DEAL WITH CURRENT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. HE LEFT 

THE CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT HE EXPECTS A SUMMIT 

MEETING TO OCCUR IN THE UNITED KINGDOM THIS COMING MAY OR JUNE 

AND THAT EEC REPRESENTATION WILL BE A SUBJECT OF 

SERIOUS DISCUSSION IN COMMING EEC MEETINGS. GINN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS, SUMMIT MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -Jan-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LUXEMB00040 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77001 1-0577 

Format: TEL 

From: LUXEMBOURG 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 63/aaaacdih. tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 97192fdb-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 LUXEMBOURG 41 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3626538 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRIME MINISTER THORNYS COMMENTS ON A WESTERN ECONOMIC SUMMIT 
TAGS: ECON, LU, EEC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/971 92fdb-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



